


The global COVID-19 outbreak has disrupted the global market, 
including automobile industry supply chain, causing auto makers 
and their suppliers to curtail or cease production due to a lack of 
parts.   
Taiwan plays a crucial role in producing high-quality and diversified 
auto parts, and Taiwanese suppliers specialize in offering 
customized solutions to fit different needs. In 2019, Taiwan 
exported US$7 billion worth of auto products globally.  
Orders being transferred to Taiwan, Vietnam, Indonesia and 
Malaysia out from the Chinese factories can be a solution to many 
companies.  
Premiere has branches across the Asian counties, which can still be 
your perfect logistics partner in this uncertain period of time. 



COVID-19 
 
The impact of COVID-19 will mostly hit China‘s 
first-quarter growth in 2020. It could extend the 
second quarter as well if the outbreak lasts longer. 
Chinese manufacturing cities such as Wuhan, the 
epicenter of the outbreak, are intimately entangled 
with the supply chains of the entire world. That 
means that both the disease and the containment 
measures enacted to control it will have a dramatic 
effect on businesses across disparate industries. 
China is currently the second-largest economy of 
the world after the US. It is the second-largest 
importer of manufacturing goods (1.674 trillion 
USD in 2019) accounting for 9.1% of global imports 
and the largest exporter (2.524 trillion USD in 2019) 
responsible for 13.7% of global exports. It is a key 
country for industrial production and has a key 
significance for global value chains. An adverse 
impact to the world is yet to be seen. 
Regarding the global logistics aspect, a lot of flights 
and vessels have been canceled from and to China. 
On the good side, this situation is gradually turning 
back to normal.  
Here at Premiere, we are always there for our 
precious clients and agents. By finding out 
alternatives and updating up-to-date freight 
information, we will provide and execute the best 
solutions for you to have the smoothest  logistics 
experience. 



Frozen Meat Containers Stuck 
 
Thousands of containers of frozen pork, chicken 
and beef are piling up at some major Chinese ports 
as transport disruptions and labor shortages slow 
operations, people familiar with the matter said. 
Deliveries are mounting at ports including Tianjin, 
Shanghai and Ningbo because there aren’t enough 
truck drivers to collect containers due to travel 
curbs imposed in the country to control the 
coronavirus. 
Ports are also starting to run out of electricity 
points to freeze the containers and some ships 
have been told to reroute to other destinations in 
mainland China and Hong Kong. 
China is a massive importer of meat from South 
America, Europe and the U.S., and has been 
boosting purchases to help ease shortages caused 
by African swine fever. The country increased 
imports of meat and offal by almost 50% in 2019 to 
a record of about 6.2 million tons, customs data 
show.  
It remains unclear when port operations will return 
to normal as truck drivers returning from other 
cities are quarantined for 14 days and other 
transport restrictions on trucks remain in place. 



 ‘Sharp’ Rebound After COVID-19 Peaks 
 
Maersk, the world’s largest container shipping 
company, is positioning itself for a strong rebound 
in two months, based on an expectation that the 
fallout of the  COVID-19 on global trade may soon 
peak. 
Maersk has had to cancel more than 50 departures 
from China in the past two weeks. Looking forward, 
“A lot will depend on what happens with the virus 
in the next few weeks,” said by Maersk’s CEO Soren 
Skou.  
The COVID-19 adds to a litany of challenges for the 
container shipping industry, which already is 
grappling with the fallout of U.S.-China trade 
tensions as well as persistent oversupply. 
Maersk said it expects global seaborne container 
growth to be 1-3% in 2020 compared with 1.4% in 
2019. The company expects its own growth rate to 
be in line “or slightly lower” than the market. 
The ocean shipper also listed new low-sulfur fuel 
that the industry has been forced to use from last 
month as an uncertainty that could impact bunker 
fuel prices and freight rates in 2020. It noted 
“weaker macroeconomic conditions” as an external 
uncertainty factor. 



Port of Hamburg 
 

The Port of Hamburg is a universal port capable of 
handling all kinds of goods. It offers a range of 
services for handling cargo, customs clearance, 
quality control, storage and packing or distribution. 
A total of 320 berths are available at the port. 
It handled 136.6 Mt in 2019, up from 135.1 Mt in 
2018; strong growth in container sector (+1 %). 
Hamburg’s main trading partner is still China with 
2.6M TEU (+ 1.7%) in 2019, followed by the USA, 
Singapore and Russia. Another important factor is 
the increase in the number of calls by very large 
container vessels (18 000-20 000 TEU +) to 165 
units last year. This May the world’s largest 
container vessel HMM ALGECIRAS (24,000 TEU) is 
also expected in the port. 
The port’s freight railway (Hafenbahn) moved a 
record 48.2 Mt (+3 %) last year, due in part to 
introduction of longer trains. Weekly there are 
around 1,300 train departures, of which some 200 
relate to the BRI. 
Hamburg’s senator for economic affairs Michael 
Westhagemann stressed the point that new 
technologies and new energy solutions have to be 
developed to make Hamburg emission-free in 2030 
and he referenced investments in LNG, hybrid 
power and shore power.  
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