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Direct Flight to Connect Thai Resort City
Pattaya, China's Kunming
KUNMING - Kunming Airlines, headquartered in the provincial capital of
Southwest China’s Yunnan, will open a direct flight to Pattaya of Thailand in July,
the company said Tuesday. The KY8363/KY8364 flight will be operated by
Boeing 737-800 aircraft every Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday.
One-way trip takes around three hours.
Located some 150 kilometers from Bangkok, Pattaya is a popular coastal resort
in Thailand. Yunnan is a border province in Southwest China and a gateway to
Southeast Asia and South Asia. Ten new international air routes have been or
will be launched this year to facilitate its connection with these regions,
according to the provincial development and reform commission.

Airfreight
News
Direct Dublin-Beijing Flight Service Launched
DUBLIN - The direct flight service between Ireland’s Dublin and China’s Beijing was
launched here on 12th, June as an Airbus A330 aircraft of Hainan Airlines departed the
Dublin Airport almost exactly at the time scheduled. This is the first direct flight ever
launched by Dublin Airport to connect the Irish capital with the Chinese capital. Prior to
the departure of the flight, a brief ceremony was held at Terminal One of Dublin Airport,
which involved speeches from officials of Dublin Airport, Hainan Airlines and the Chinese
embassy in Ireland. A cake-cutting and a ribbon-cutting were also held at the ceremony.
Commenting on the launch of Tuesday's maiden flight from aDublin to Beijing, Dublin
Airport Managing Director Vincent Harrison said that it was a historic day for the airport.
"Trade between Ireland and China is hugely important for our economy," said Harrison,
adding that the new direct route will greatly facilitate Irish firms and exporters with
operations and clients in China as well as Chinese financial services and technology
companies investing in Ireland.
The direct Dublin-Beijing flight service is operated by Hainan Airlines on a four-days-aweek basis with non-stop flights between Dublin and Beijing as well as flights with a
stopover in Britain's city of Edinburgh.
Hainan Airlines is a major airline in China with a fleet size of over 400 planes which offer
nearly 1,800 flight routes to over 220 destinations around the world.
Dublin Airport is the largest airport in Ireland which annually handles about 85 percent
of the total flight passengers in the country.
Earlier on June 2, a Hong Kong-based airline Cathay Pacific also opened its first direct
flight service between Hong Kong and Dublin.
With the opening of these two direct flight routes, the economic and people-to-people
exchanges between China and Ireland will surely be strengthened, said an official from
the Chinese embassy in Ireland.

New Shipping Route to Link
Xiamen, United Arab Emirates
The "Emirates Sana" container ship left Xiamen for the United Arab Emirates on June 18,
marking the launch of a new foreign trade route at Xiamen port.
Built in 2006, the 100,000 ton cargo ship is 304 meters long and capable of carrying up to
6,741 containers. The new route is expected to offer six container ships with one voyage
every week, docking sequentially at ports in Singapore, Malaysia, India and other
countries in Southeast Asia and the Middle East.
"This new route provides another option for cargo owners to export their cargo to
Southeast Asia and the Middle East," the Head of the Xiamen Port Bureau said. "Besides,
it will help boost the amount of Xiamen port's foreign trade containers."
At present, more than 70 percent of the containers handled at the world’s 14th largest
port are for foreign trade. Of its 140 shipping routes, 100 are foreign trade ones, reaching
more than 130 ports in over 40 countries and regions and its five largest 200,000 ton
berths are all prepared for ships dealing with foreign trade.
Thanks to its booming foreign trade container business, Xiamen port delivered more than
4.2 million containers in the first five months of this year, up by 8.8 percent year-on-year.

Seafreight News
Free Trade Port to Commence by 2020, Shenzhen
Shenzhen has released a plan to establish a free trade port by the end of 2020, aiming to become a
global shipping center in cooperation with neighboring Hong Kong.
The Shekou and Qianhai area in the Guangdong Free Trade Zone, which was established in 2015, is a
pilot area of Shenzhen's next round of reform and opening-up. This month, the Institute of Free Trade
Zones at Sun Yat-sen University ranked the zone in first place for system innovation, even beating the
Shanghai FTZ.The new free trade port plan is an expansion of the Guangdong FTZ's role, and more
convenient clearance, logistics and trade supervising policies are set to be released alongside the port
construction. The move is considered a reflection of the city's determination to uphold its pioneer
role of reform and opening-up in the past 40 years. Within the country's reform and opening-up drive,
Shenzhen is a test field for market-oriented rules and regulations. These bold moves include
introducing China's first shareholding commercial banks, first land auction, the first issuing of shares
and first market-oriented recruitment.
"One of the reasons I chose Shenzhen is its open policies and respect for outside traders. It allows
firms to have a try and take action," said Terry Gou, founder and chairman of electronics
manufacturer Foxconn Technology Group. He made the comments at the company's 30th anniversary
celebrations in Shenzhen earlier this month. Representative of traditional manufacturers, Foxconn is
also determined to transform into a technology-oriented company making use of the industrial
internet and artificial intelligence.
However, Wang Weizhong, Shenzhen's Party secretary, said the city's innovation ability is not yet
strong enough, especially in terms of some key technologies that are still dominated by other
countries. He said improving these shortcomings depends on further reform.
Tao Yitao, director of China Special Economic Zone Research Center at Shenzhen University, said one
of Shenzhen's new missions is to push forward institutional innovation and explore a transformation
strategy from being export-oriented to becoming an open economy.

Three Carriers Launch China-Australia Express Service

New Route
Shipping companies Hyundai
Merchant Marine (HMM),
Evergreen and APL have teamed up
on launching a new China-Australia
service. The weekly service covers
the ports of Ningbo, Shanghai,
Yantian, Sydney, Melbourne and
Brisbane. It is scheduled to start on
August 17, with the first sailing of
Hyundai Supreme at Ningbo port.

A total of five 4,600 TEU Panamax vessels will be
deployed in the service, with HMM providing
two and Evergreen and APL three vessels.
Previously, HMM provided the service through a
slot purchase from Maersk, MSC, ONE, and
Hamburg Süd. HMM said it is now elevating its
Australian agent to a subsidiary status to
strengthen its position in Australia and provide
more stable service. The process will be
completed before launching the new service.
Separately, Evergreen said that the new service
will augment the line’s two current weekly
services that call at ports in China, Japan, Korea,
Taiwan and Australia. The expansion in service
offerings is in response to the increasing trade
demand on the route, the company explained.

From May 30, China Southern will launch a
three times a week service to Wuhan, a megacity referred to as the “Chicago of China”,
before beginning a twice weekly scheduled
service to the popular tourist destination of
Sanya on Hainan Island from July 12.
Added the airport spokesperson: Last year’s
services to China via Heathrow contributed
£510m to the UK economy, and supported up
to 15,000 jobs, according to Frontier Economics.
“While connections to Chinese cities are clearly
valuable to the UK, rival European Union (EU)
hub airports with capacity to connect directly
to 10 other Chinese destinations, including
mega cities like Hangzhou, Chengdu, and
Kunming, are facilitating more trade and
investment to their respective countries.”
Expansion will allow the airport the capacity to
offer up to 40 new long haul destinations, as
well as double its cargo capacity – providing the
UK with trade infrastructure as the country is
looking to extend its trade relationships after
leaving the EU, a process commonly known as
Brexit.
Heathrow’s Export Climate Index for the first
quarter of 2018, carried out by the Centre for
Economics and Business Research (CEBR),
revealed that the value of exports passing
through Heathrow to non-EU destinations
increased by £2.9bn compared to Q1 in 2017.

Chinese Cities
Wuhan, Sanya
Added to Heathrow
Network
London’s Heathrow airport
today welcomed the launch of
two new direct routes to the
Chinese cities of Wuhan and
Sanya by China Southern.
Both destinations are a first for
direct routes into Heathrow,
while the connection to Sanya
is a first for Europe. These
routes, said an airport
spokesperson, will allow for
over 6,000 tonnes of additional
cargo capacity per year.
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