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World’s Largest Annual Migration
--------- Road Trips Climb ahead of Spring Festival
The Spring Festival, or lunar new
year, is China's most important
traditional holiday for family
reunions. Drastic surge of travelers
put great pressure on the road,
railway and air transportation
systems.
Hundreds of millions of migrant
workers return to their hometowns
before the Chinese New Year
which falls on January 31. This
year's chunyun, literally translated
as "spring transportation", runs
from Jan 16 to Feb 24.

The country's transport system will
witness the busiest time in the next days,
as a vast number of people rush home
to spend the seven-day holiday,
officially scheduled between Jan 31 and
Feb 6.
The ministry has forecast that Chinese
passengers will make 3.62 billion trips
during this year's chunyun, including 3.2
billion trips by road.

Crowds at Hongqiao Railway Station
in Shanghai. The station handled
165,800 passengers on Jan 24 while
Shanghai Railway Station and
Shanghai South coped with 129,000
and 79,000 passengers respectively, all
record numbers.
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• As one of the most important aspects of the Spring Festival, food is
essential to a healthy, happy new year in Chinese tradition, and many
dishes are imbued with auspicious and symbolic meanings either
because of the appearance or the pronunciation of its Chinese name.

Spring rolls symbolize wealth, because
their shape is similar to gold bars. Fish
also plays a large role in festive
celebrations. The Chinese word for fish,
"yu", sounds like the words for wealth,
abundance and happiness. As a result, on
New Year's Eve it is customary to serve a
fish at the end of the dinner, symbolizing
surplus and prosperity in the coming year.
The fish is served whole, with head and
tail attached, symbolizing a good
beginning and ending for the coming
year.

But southerners like to eat nian gao, or
"New Year Cake" -- a sweet sticky brown
cake made of rice flour and sugar. In
Chinese, gao is a homonym for "high", and
nian is "year". Nian gao is a homonym for
"higher each year" and symbolizes
improvement in life year by year. Their
sweetness symbolizes a rich sweet life.
Finally, the round shape signifies family
reunion.

The Right Wines for New Year Banquets
Chinese New Year banquets are typically accompanied by strong
baijiu (distilled liquor made from sorghum), but wine is healthier, in
moderation, and increasingly popular. Taking the right bottle to a
dinner and serving the right one is considered a sign of taste in
China these days.
Delicate New Year’s foods, such as steamed fish and poached
chicken, go well with many white wines and light reds such as Rose
and Beaujolais. Robust foods such as beef, smoked sausage,
preserved ham and dishes with rich sauces and spices are enhanced
by full-bodied wines, such as Cabernet Sauvignon and Syrah.
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China Eastern Airlines signs promotion
agreement with Disney
SHANGHAI-based China Eastern Airlines today
signed an agreement with Disney Destinations to
help promote Disney theme parks around the world,
especially the Shanghai Disney Resort now under
construction.
The memorandum of understanding includes brand
promotions, product marketing and promotion of
Disney resorts in the United States, France, Hong
Kong and Shanghai.
The airline also will offer upgraded and tailored
services to visitors of the Disney resorts.
The carrier also has launched a Disney section on its
website where passengers can check information
about Disney resorts around the world.
Passengers also will be able to book flight tickets
and other services for visiting the Disney resorts, said
Huang Yongliang, deputy director with the airline.

Juneyao Airlines Sets Up Budget Carrier
China’s civil aviation regulator yesterday approved the establishment of Jiuyuan
Airlines, a new budget carrier based in Guangzhou under the Shanghai Juneyao
Airlines.
With registered capital of 600 million yuan (US$99 million), Jiuyuan Airlines, based at
Guangzhou Baiyun International Airport, will mainly operate Airbus A320 aircraft for
domestic passenger and cargo services.
Juneyao wants to tap the low-cost market in the Pearl River Delta region where
there are large concentrations of migrant workers, Wang Junjin, president of the
airline.
Jiuyuan Airlines, or “nine yuan” in Chinese, has said it will offer flight tickets priced at 9,
19, 29, 39 and 49 yuan. The airline joins the only other budget carrier, Spring Airlines,
to operate on China’s mainland.

