


Air Cargo’s Movement  
 

It is confirmed a near 20% decline in cargo demand in 
March, but have also highlighted the extent that the 
industry has increased its use of freighter aircraft since the 
coronavirus outbreak. 
“At present, we don’t have enough capacity to meet the 
remaining demand for air cargo. Volumes fell by over 15% 
in March compared to the previous year, but capacity 
plummeted by almost 23%. With most of the passenger 
fleet sitting idle, airlines are doing their best to meet 
demand by adding freighter services, including adapting 
passenger aircraft to all-cargo activity. But mounting these 
special operations continues to face bureaucratic hurdles.”. 
Alexandre de Juniac, IATA’s director general and chief 
executive, urged governments to “cut the red tape” when 
it comes to measures being taken to reduce the capacity 
shortfall. 
Looking at the prospects for the rest of 2020, IATA 
suggested that recovery will be slow. 
“The optimistic scenario is for a 13% fall in trade in 2020, 
while the pessimistic scenario sees a 32% fall in trade in 
2020,” IATA explained. “This will deeply impact air cargo’s 
prospects.” 
However, on a more positive note, IATA added: “One area 
of demand is growing sharply. Pharmaceutical shipments 
are tracking at double previous-year volumes. This 
excludes shipments of medical equipment.” 
De Juniac concluded: “The recession will likely hit air cargo 
at least as severely as it does the rest of the economy. 



 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blank Sailing 
 

It is believed that the container shipping market has 
reached the peak impact of the pandemic in terms of 
blank sailings. Still, the void sailings combined with 
lockdown delays in cargo operations have definitely had a 
major impact on the schedule reliability of container 
shipping companies. The score for the first quarter of 2020 
stood at 67.9%, becoming the second-lowest first-quarter 
schedule reliability in the analysed period, and only 1.5 
percentage points higher than the lowest recorded first-
quarter global schedule reliability of 66.4% in 2018. 
“The problem is that the large amount of blank sailings 
makes it difficult to also manage the empty flows. In the 
coming 6-8 weeks we could very well see a period where 
the export cargo and empty flow combined exceeds the 
total capacity available in the market. Historically this has 
led the carriers to favor empty container evacuation and 
curb booking intake with rising freight rates as a 
result,” Alan Murphy, CEO, Sea-Intelligence, said. 

After all, in order to cut costs as 
well as to prevent a catastrophic 
drop in freight rate levels, 
voiding of sailings has been a 
dominating technique to the 
drop in demand caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. But we can 
expect it will become better as 
time goes by. 



Covid-19 Collective Declaration 
 

Twenty members of the Port Authorities Roundtable 
(PAR) from Asia, Europe, Middle East and North America 
have come together to declare their commitment to 
ensuring their ports remain open amidst the current 
pandemic. 
The declaration, initiated by the Port of Singapore, calls 
on port authorities to collaborate and share best 
practices in ensuring that port operations can remain 
undisrupted. 
Representing the Maritime and Port Authority of 
Singapore (MPA), Ms Quah Ley Hoon, Chief Executive, 
said, “As the world battles with the COVID-19 pandemic, 
it has never been more critical to keep our ports open 
and goods moving. Shipping is chartering into many 
unknowns and new challenges.“ 
Through this joint declaration, the signatories are 
committed to work together and ensure that: 
1. Best practices are adopted, according to national 
circumstances, including precautionary measures for 
the shipping community, advisories and assistance for 
shore personnel and ship crew, and safe handling of 
cargoes during this period 
2. Port authorities continue to share experiences in 
combating COVID-19 while safeguarding unimpeded 
maritime trade. 
3. Merchant ships can continue to berth at port 
terminals to carry out cargo operations and keep the 
global supply chain going. 



New Deep Sea Quay Cranes for RWG 
 

On Thursday 23 April, two new deep sea quay cranes, 
largest of their kind, arrived at Rotterdam World Gateway 
(RWG). They will be commissioned in the coming months 
and are expected to be operational in H2 2020. They have 
a lifting height of 56m above rail and are capable of 
handling container vessels up to 26 rows wide. Together 
with the two quay cranes, RWG has invested in 25 more 
AGVs. 
Ronald Lugthart, CEO at RWG: “The arrival of the cranes 
and AGVs will allow RWG to optimise our services and 
capacity still further. RWG plays a key role in efficient, 
sustainable, reliable and safe container handling. Together 
with our customers, stakeholders and partners, we will 
continue to develop our services.” 
The outstanding feature of the latest RWG STS cranes, 
apart from their huge size, is their unprecedented speeds - 
100/200 m/min for the main hoist and 280 m/min for the 
trolley, as opposed to the big crane "norm" of 90/180 
m/min and 240 m/min. As far as  we know, RWG is the first 
operator of remote-controlled cranes to take advantage of 
no longer having to take into account crane driver welfare 
in specifying crane operating speeds. 
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